
How are the 
environmental 
impacts of research 
are currently being 
addressed?

Dr Gabrielle Samuel

Department of Global Health and Social Medicine

King’s College London

Gabrielle.Samuel@kcl.ac.uk

@gabriellesamue1

mailto:Gabrielle.Samuel@kcl.ac.uk


Format

 Charlotte talked about why we are here and why we should do 

something. 

 I’m going to talk about what is happening in the broad 

research landscape.

 This afternoon, we’ll talk about what we can do moving 

forward.



We need a shared understanding of 

practice: the research ecosystem



So, what has happened so far….



A rise in interest…(bottom up)….





Interviews with researchers (health/data)

• Researchers wanted to take responsibility 

• Struggled to reconcile perceived responsibilities in practice – data 

practices under institutional control

• Response-able  (Haraway; Johnson and Michaelis, 2013)

-Samuel (submitted) Researchers’ views on their responsibilities towards the environmental sustainability of their practices: 

a case study of data-intensive UK health research 

-Samuel (2023). UK health researchers’ considerations of the environmental impacts of their data-intensive practices and its 

relevance to health inequities. BMCethics. 



Universities



Funding bodies











Are these changes going to be enough, 

even if at all levels?



Behaviour change is important 



The need for both bottom-up and top-

down approaches…. 

 In areas of research practice where we have no ability to change, we may not have 

responsibility, but there are still things we can do: advocacy. 

 Lessons learnt from animal ethics; change requires bottom up and top down irrespective 

of responsibility. 

 In areas of research practice where we do have  

ability to change, we should make these changes,

and today we will hear about what can be done

Sophia Stilwell



What can we do? 

Behaviour

changes at 

different 

levels



Final note

 Remember, this is exciting!

 We can improve health and improve sustainability goals with 

some innovative thinking!

 Creativity is what makes us good researchers!
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